130       TO THE PRINCES A3STD THEIR PEOPLE

confit.med the impression that the conrpMnts against him
had produced upon me, so much so that I felt that the
evidence that the conversations gave xne "was sufficient
proof of the heavy indictment against hi.m.

What I have said in the first paragraph of my letter
is a deliberate understatenient of .my opinion. It gave
pae .much pain to write that paragraph, but it "was neces-
sary for my mission to warn the Thakore Saheb of the
overpowering influence that he exercises over His High-
ness. Sober and influential persons, not few but many,
have repeatedly told me that so long as Durbar Viravala
exercises that influence upon the Thakore Saheb, there is
no peace for the people. I myself feel that there is very
considerable truth in this statement, and it would be
wrong on my part, -whilst I am embarking upon the fast,
to suppress this relevant truth from the public. I have
sent a private and personal letter to him, which, so far as
I am concerned, shall never see the light of day. But
I do make a huxnble appeal to him;, and I would like
those who know him to join me in the appeal, that he
should refrain from influencing the Thakore Saheb,
although the latter may find it difficult to free himself
from that influence. I can say much more, but I must
not.

Although I have been in exile from Kathiawad for
more than a generation and a half, I know how turbid
Kathiawad politics is. This unfortunate sub-province
is notorious for its intrigues. I have felt its deadly in-
fluence even during these four days. How I wish that
my fast may contribute, be it ever so little, to the purifi-
cation of Kathiawad politics. I, therefore, invite the
Princes and politicians of Kathiawad to use my fast to rid
Kathiawad of the deadening influence of the poisonous
atmospheie that makes healthy living in Kathiawad so
difficult